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may be alleged by the cynic, who regards virtue as an empty
name; by the mystic, who is lapped in heavenly contem-
plation from the cares of this troublesome world; by the
sceptic, whose whole wisdom is concentrated in the duty of
submitting to the inevitable ; or by the man who, abandon-
ing the attempt of solving inscrutable enigmas, is content to-
recognise in everything the hand of a Divine ordainer of all
things. Pope, judging him by his most forcible passages,
prefers to insist upon the inevitable ignorance of man in
presence of the Infinite :
'Tis but a part we see, and not the whole ;
and any effort to pierce the impenetrable gloom can only
end in disappointment and discontent :
In pride, in reasoning pride, our error lies.
We think that we can judge the ways of the Almighty, and
correct the errors of His work. We are as incapable of
accounting for human wickedness as for plague, tempest,
and earthquake. In each case our highest wisdom is an
humble confession of ignorance ; or, as he puts it,
In both, to reason right is to submit.
This vein of thought might, perhaps, have conducted him to
the scepticism of his master, Bolingbroke. He unluckily
fills up the gaps of his logical edifice with the unternpered
mortar of obsolete metaphysics, long since become utterly
uninteresting to all men. Admitting that he cannot explain,
he tries to manufacture sham explanations out of the ' scale
of beings,7 and other scholastic rubbish. But, in a sense,
too, the most reverent minds will agree most fully with
Pope's avowal of the limitation of human knowledge. He
does not apply his scepticism or his humility to stimulate to
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